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PREAMBLE AND CONSTITUTION 



01 THE UNITED BBETHEEN'S MISSIONAEY SOCIITT IK 
OHIO* 



Whereas we believe it to be the duty of all christians 
to participate in the common necessities of the church, 
and a special privilege to aid" in the work of convert- 
ing the heathen world to the faith of our Saviour; 

And Whereas we also believe it to be our duty, 
as members of the church of the United Brethren, 
more particularly to assist in defraying the constantly 
increasing expenses of the missions of our church, 
among the heathen ; 

Therefore we do hereby associate for that purpose, 
and in order to give a systematic support to the same, 
do adopt the following 

COIVSTITUTIOIV: 

Article 1. — The name of the association shall be : 

The United Brethren^ g Missionary Society in Ohio." 

Art. 2. — The members of the Society shall consist 
of all persons, who shall contribute, quarterly, any 
sum of money to the funds of the society. 

Art. 3. — The object of the Society shall be to as- 
sist the Mission Department of the Unity's Elder* 
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Conference, in sending and supporting Missionaries 
among the heathen. 

Art. 4. — For that purpose, funds shall be raised by 
voluntary quarterly contributions from each member, 
by occasional collections at the church doors, and by 
receiving donations from friends; and after paying 
unavoidable expenses, the said funds shall be paid 
over to the agent of the Mission Department of the 
Unity's Elders Conference, at Bethlehem. 

Art. 5. — A general meeting of the Society shall be 
annually held on Whitmonday, one year in Dover, the 
following year in Sharon, and the succeeding year in 
Gnadenhutten, and in the same rotation triennially, at 
which any business ©f the Society may be transacted. 

Art. 6. — The officers of the Society shall consist of 
a President, one or more Vice Presidents, a Secretary, 
a Treasurer, and a Committee of Six, all of whom, 
except the President and Vice Presidents, shall be an- 
nually elected by ballot from among the members of 
the Society ; and all the oflScers together shall consti- 
tute a Board, which shall have the general superin- 
tendence of thebusiness of the Society, order payments 
of incidental expenses, and fill all vacancies which may 
occur ; they shall meet from time to time, as their 
duties may require, on the call of the President, and 
when so convened, four members shall constitute a 
quorum to transact business ; and they shall annually 
prepare, and submit to the general meeting of the So- 
ciety, a report of their transactions during the year. 
. Art. 7.— Members under eighteen years of age 
shall not be entitled to vote in the proceedings and 
elections of the Society ; and male members of our 
church only, of legal age, shall be eligible to hold of- 
fice in the same. 

Art. 8. — The minister longest resident in our con- 
gregations at Gnadenhutten, Sharon, or Dover, shall 
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be President of the Society ; and tlie other ministers 
of said congregations shall be first and second Vice 
Presidents, according to their priority of residence. — 
It shall be the duty of the highest officer present, to 
preside at all the meetings of the Society, and of the 
Board of Officers. 

Art. 9. — The Secretary and Treasurer shall be 
elected each year, at the general meeting of the Soci- 
ety on Whitmonday ; but if on any Whitmonday no 
general meeting should be held, the said officers for 
the time being shall continue in office, until an election 
is held at a subsequent general meeting on Whit- 
monday. 

Art. 10. — The Secretary shall keep full minutes of 
the proceedings of the Society, and of the Board of 
Officers, an account of the moneys received and paid 
out by the Treasurer, conduct the correspondence of 
the Society, and preserve its books and papers. 

Art. 11. — The Treasurer shall receive all moneys 
belonging to the Society, pay expenses when ordered 
by the Board of Officers, remit the balance of the funds 
as fast as they accumulate, to the agent of the Mission 
Department of the Unity's Elders Conference at Beth- 
lehem, deliver his receipt for the same to the Secre- 
tary, and report the state of the funds of the Society, 
to the Board of Officers, at their meetings. 

Art. i2. — The Committee of Six shall consist of 
two members from each of the congregations at Gna- 
denhutten, Sharon and Dover ; they shall be elected 
by the members of the Society in their respective con- 
gregations, at such time and place as their minister 
may direct. 

Art. 13. — No alteration of this Constitution shall 
be made, unless two-thirds of the Board of Officers 
propose, and two-thirds of a general meeting on 
Whitmonday concur, in the proposed alteration. 
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0? THE UNITED BEETHREN'S MISSIOKART SOCIBTT IV 

OHIO. 



Section 1. — An annual meeting of the Board of Offi- 
cers shall be held, Tvithin the four weeks immediately 
preceding Whitmonday, and at least one week's notice 
of the time and place of such meeting, shall he given 
to the members of the Board, by the President, who 
shall designate the time and place of such meeting 5 
but the meetings shall be held in the different congre- 
gations in rotation. 

Sect. 2. — At each annual meeting of the Board of 
Officers, the presiding officer, with the assistance of 
the receivers of contributions, and Committee men 
present, shall make out a list of the members of the 
Society ; this list shall be read at the general meeting, 
before the election, and the meeting shall be informed 
that none but the members whose names have been 
read, are permitted to vote at the same. 

Sect. 8. — Special meetings of the Board may be 
called by the President, if in his opinion, circumstan- 
ces should require it, in which case he shall give the 
same notice to members, required at the annual meeting. 

Sect. 4. — In all elections of the Society, a majority 
of all the votes given, shall be necessary to a choice, ' 
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Sect. 5.— The election of Committee men shall be 
held in each congregation within one month after the 
general meeting on Whitmonday ; and the presiding 
officer shall advise the Secretary in writing, of the time 
and place of such election, and of the names of the 
persons elected. 

Sect. 6. — All officers elected, shall immediately en- 
ter upon the duties of their respective offices, and con- 
tinue to discharge the same, until their successors are 
■elected. 

Sect. 7. — It shall be the privilege of any member of 
the Board, to examine at any time, the minutes of the 
Secretary, and the accounts of the Treasurer. 

Sect. 8. — The Board may at any time require a set- 
tlement with the Treasurer, and direct him to pay over, 
according to the Constitution and By-Laws, any funds 
which may be in his hands ; and a failure on his part 
to do so, shall work a forfeiture of his office. 

Sect. 9. — The Treasurer «hall keep separate ac- 
counts of the contributions of each congregation, of 
the church door collections at general meetings, and 
of th« donations of friends, not members of our society. 

Sect. 10. — The receivers of contributions in each 
congregation, shall enter into a book, to be provided 
for that purpose, the name of each contvibxitor, and 
the amount contributed. 

Sect. 11. — If the minister acts as receiver of con- 
tributions, the Committee shall examine the list of 
contributors every quarter, receive the funds, and re- 
<;eipt for the same in the book of contributions. If 
tlie minister does not act as receiver, the Committee 
ehall receive the contributions from members in their 
congregations ; and in all cases they shall transmit 
*he same to the Treasurer, without unnecessary delay, 
and take his receipt for the same. 
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SStcl. 12. — The quarters for which contributions are 
received, shall commence on the first days of February, 
May, August and November. 

Sect. 13. — The Constitution and By-Laws shall be 
read before the Society, at each general meeting on 
Whitmonday, 



t>tx 
in iO^t^, 

[$(ngcnommett, Oct, 1844. SBerbeffcvt, ^JJfa^ 1B52.1 



(s; a n t 0 u t 

18 5 2, 



556ttcl>c 



jur Eonftttutton ber SCeretntgtcn SSrittft 
5;jtffi'on^-® efellff^aft in Dfito. 



5Da iDtr eg fiir bte ^flti^t, iinb fiir fin fccfonberrs 
^rittilegiitm alUx Striken J^alten, an ben nnnntgcing- 
Itc^ notl)toenbigcn Sebiirfnipn ber ilird)e, nnb in bcm 
SBerF, bie ^eibenhJelt jum ©Inukn an nnfcrn ^)cilanb 
ju ithi)xtn, bel^iilflic^ iu fe^n ; nnb ba njivglei(|frma- 
|en glauben, ba§ cig un6 aliS 5!JJitgIiebern ber S^cveinig- 
len IBriiberHr^e jnr ^flic^t gema^t ift, burc^j ^Cermin- 
berung ber ftc^ beftanbig t)crmei)renbcn 5loften auf ben 
f)eibennttffionen nnfcrer Sirijpe, ntel^r im Sinjclnen ju 
Ijelfen, fo fommen h)tr, biefeg im 3tuge l^atenb, snfam- 
men, nnb ijerfaffen folgenbe SonftituHon, burd) weldie 
genannter ^lirc^c einc regelmagige Unterftii^nng ver- 
[proc^en ivirb. 



©oitftittttion. 



Slrtifel 1.— l:er $«ame biefer SSerbinbnng fctt 
fein : "T)ie 9Sereinigte93ritber5P?ifficn(?- 
(SJefellfcliaft in DH^." 

91 rt. 2. — 3ebe ^Jfrfon, n^elc^e sierJeljabrlitl eine 
©nntme ®elbeg an bie ®efet(f4)aft jnlift/ fell aU 
9Jfitglieb berfelben betra^tet Juerben. 
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51 rt. 3.—®^ foil ber Qmd ber ®e|eaf(|aft fet'it, 
bem5}Ji|Tton0-De|3artement berUnttatS-2teltejiett=^£ott- 
ferenj bctm Stugfenbcn unb in ber Unterjiit^ung ber 
$eibett»5JJtffionave bet5U(^el)ett. 

3t r t . 4.— Demgema^ foUeit affe fotertcl 3al)re fret- 
iDidige 23eth-age ison jebem ?!KttgIiebe geljoben, unb -ait 
ben ^ltr(^ctttt)uvett gclegentlt(^ Sottecten geljalten tcer» 
ben, WDju bann noc^ ettoatge ©efdjenfe soon greunben 
f ommen ; btc§ 5tlle^ foU nac^ 23ejtrettung ber unser- 
nteiblii^en Stuggrtben an ben SIgenten be^ ^WiffionS- 
'Dcpartements ber UnttatS Sletteften Sonfcrenj ju SBet^- 
Ie{)em bejat)lt iuerben. 

2t r t , 5.— 3al}rltd; am ^ftngjlmontag foil etne aH- 
gemetne 2?erfaittmlung gef)alten tverben, bet toeldjer, 
wec^felghjetfe, ein 3al;r in ©otter, bas3 nad;fte in @a- 
rou unb ba-3 folgenbe in ®nabenJ)utten, unb in btefer 
Drbnung tveiter, aUe @efc|afte ber ®efett|'c^aft »er- 
Ijanbelt toerben miigen* 

% r t . 6.— ®ie Seamten ber ®cfeUf($a[t fonen au5 
einem ^rafibenten, etnem ober me^ren SSije-- ^Jrafibenten, 
etnem ©efretatr, einem ®i|a^meijter, unb etner Som- 
mittee son fe^fen bej^c{)en, toeli^c atte, mit SluSna'^me 
bc>i ^Prciftbenten unb 35ije-^^ra[{benten, jciljrU^ burc^ 
'Sttmmjettel au5 ben Oltebern ber ©efettfi^aft crtoaf)U 
luevben fotten. 5XHe S3eamte jufammen [oHen etne 
SBebiivbe bttben, toelc^c bie Dberlettung ber Oefc^afte 
t;aben, buri$ jufatttge 2tu^gabert erl)etf^te 3«^'Iungen 
anwetfen, unb moglt(i)er SJeife Dorfallenbe SSacanjen 
befe^en fotlen. ®te fotten bann unb wann S5om ^ra» 
fibenten, je nac^bem eg nott)ig tft, jufammenberufen 
werben, unb toenn fo jnfammenberufen, fonnen bier 
5*erfonen etne SBotljal)! bilben, toelf^e bie ®ef(^afte 
Iciten. 3al)rH(^ fotlen biefe ferner einen Seri^t ijon 
benfetben abj^atten, unb t()n bent ®nta^ten ber allge- 
meinen SBerfammUtng untertuerfen. 

2{rt, 7.— 5)fit9lieber unter acljijebn 3a'f)ren f»(Ien 
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id fcctt 93eri;anbluttgett unb 2Brtl)Iert te^ SSercin^ nt'^t 
ftimmfa^tg fetn, unb itur ?S)?tt9Ueber mannlic^cn ®e- 
f(^lcc(;tg unferer iltrdje, ttnb Qln<i^cx >^dt mnjorenn, 
fonen fal}tg feitt, einm Slmte in bcrfelben iicrjtifteben. 

SI r t , 8. — Der am langfien in ©nftbenljiittcn, Sa- 
von, ober 2)oi)er JDoljnliafte ^vcbigev fell ber ^rcifibcnt 
ber ©cfellfc^aft fetn. 't)it anberu ^vebi'ger follen ge- 
.ma§ il)xe^ langeren obev fiirjeren Stufcnt^alteg crftcr 
:cbcr ^meiter 33tje«53raftbcnt fetn. 2)cm I)o(i)ften gcgen- 
luarttgen 23eaniten foil Ci? an^ietm fatten, ben 33orft^ bet 
alien 33erfamnilun8en unb bet ber Stmten ^Betjb'rbe ju 
f«|)ren» 

^ 5lrt. 9.— S)er ©efretatr unb ®c|)atstttetfter fcllen 
ia\)xU^ in ber allgcmetnett S3erfammlung am ^Pftngft- 
montage ert»at)It werben. SSenn aber am bcfltmmten 
Slage fet'ne altgemetne SSerfammlung geljalten toerben 
fotlte, fo folten bte genannten 93eamten "tt)r 9Imt beljal- 
ten, bt^ ttt etner barauf folgenben 25erfamml«ng am 
^ftngjimontage etne 2Ba{)l 9e|)alten totrb. 

Slrt. 10,— Der ©efretatr fott ein augfu^)rIidjfS 
^rotofott bon ben 33er^anbtungen beg 33ereing unb ber 
$tmten Se^orbe, unb Sfec^nung itber bte empfangenen 
unb auggejat)tten ©elber Ijatten, fo toit auct; bte Sorre* 
fponbenj ber ®efeUf(^aft leiten unb Sud;erunb ^a'^ixf 
bcrfelben aufben>al)ren. 

5Ut. 11.— !Der @(|)a|metjter foil bie ber ®efen= 
f($aft geprtgen ®elber in ©mpfang ncl)men, ettoatge 
Siu^gaben, wenn !0on ber Seprbe autoriftrt, beftrci- 
ten, ben lteberf(|)u§ fo balb Juie moglii^ an ben Slgenlen 
beg 5J?tfftong-£)e)3artement ber Unttatg Slelteften Son* 
ferenj ju Set^le^em fenben, ferner bte Huittung beffel- 
ben bem ©efretatr uberf($rtiiett, unb bei ben 2?erfamm- 
lungen ber Seamten S3el)crbe a3en't|t itber ben ©tatug 
ber Saffe ablegen. 

St r t . 12,— T){e Sommittee uon feci^fen foil ani 
jn?fi SJfttgltfbern »on jeber ber ®emeinen, ®nabfnl)iit- 
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ten, ®aron unb •Doticr bejict)ett; fie fodctt boit bett 
'aWitgticbern ber ©efellfc^aft ber refpectiwn ®metncn 
ju ber »ott ttiren ^Jrebtgern bejttmmten 3e{t unb Drt 
erWal)U toerben. 

31 r t . 13.— ^fJic^tg foU an biefer Sonjittutioit beratt- 
btrt toerbett, o|)nc ba§ j»et brtttel ber SBeamten Sc^orbe 
i?orf(|)lflgen, unb jttjci brtttel ber allgemetnen SScrfamm- 
fung am ^ftufimontage t^re (^cnel)mi9un8 jur uorge- 
fc^Iageneu 33eranberung gcben. 



ber aJeretntgten 33ruber 5)Hffiott^-®f - 
feUfc^aft in DH" ♦ 



3tbfc(tnttt 1.— 3nbcrt unmtttelba^r bent ^Jftnfllt* 
montage »orange^enbett »ter aBoc^cn foil jatirltc^ etne 
ajerfammlung ber SBeamten 33ePrbe- get)alten n5erben> 
h)eld>c ber ^raftbent wenigft'eng cine SBoc^c loorljer, 
fowo^l Beit auc^ flal^ bcfttmm<nb, ben «WttgIiebern 
ber Se^iirbc anjetgen mu§-. ®te SJerfammlungen fol- 
len iceilfet^toetfe tn ben serfc^iebenen ®emetnen Qt))aU 
ten werben. ^ ^ ' 

5lbf^. 2.— 33et lefcer ja^rltc^en aSerfammlnng ber 
aeamten Se^brbc foil ber $raftbent mtt ber ^ulfe berer> 
bte bie Seitragetn (Smijfang genommen, unb in ®egen- 
mxt ber Sommittee Wmnn eine. Hftt ber 50?itgltebeij 



bcr ®e|'cUf(|aft jjerfaffeit, ttjelc^e fobaim bet bcr aUgf- 
mettteit Serfammlung sor ber SSa^l gelefeit tcerbeit 
fof^ 3u gtet'e^cr \oU hit Serfammfung in 
5?euntntg gcfegt werben, bag nur bic SOZitsjlteber, bereii 
9kuteit Sfkfm worbett ftnb, cm dlf^t i)<iUn, 
fltmmeit, 

Slbfc^. 3.— Scfottbere ^^ufammenfunftf b« 5Be- 
Ijijrbe fonnen bvirc^ ben ^Jvafibcntett berufen toerbew, 
tperttt Umjlanbe e^ m<^ feiner SJletituna ni>tt)tg nta(|en, 
tDeld^enfaUg er bett 5D?ttflltebern btefelbc Slttjetge mac|eit 
jttufi, bie fur btc |al;vltc|e SSerfammlung erforbert 
Wtrb. 

5»bfc^. 4.— Set aHeit SBa^Ien bc^ 2?eretng foU 
cine 5!7?e:^v^)ett ader gegebenen <®ttmmen ju etner S©a!;l 
not^ioenbig fein. 

b f . 5,— Die 9BaI;l bcr Sommiitee m'nner foil 
in iebet ©emeine, inner^alb cinc^ 5J?onat^.nacj) ber 
angemeinen jfierfantmlung am ^Jftngjimontage "getjaltcn 
toerbcn. X)er ))rafibirenbe 33eamte foil bent ©efretatr 
f(^rift.li4ie S^a^ri^t toon bent Drt unb ber Qdt ber 
SBa'^l, unb be^gleit^ien ton bejt stamen ber ertvatjltert 
5)erfonert geben. 

5lbfc^. 6,— Sllle 23eamte follcn fogleic!^ nadfi ber 
2Ba|)l bie ^Jflit^tcn i^re« 5lntttg uberneimen, unb pi^ 
berfelbctt entlebigcn, bi3 if)re ^fad^folger ert»a^lt finb. 

Stbfi^i. 7.— ®3 foU etnent mgliebe ber Seamten 
SBe^brbe ^ufteljen, ju irgenb einer 3eit ba^ 5)roto- 
foil be3 ©efretairg unb bie Siti^er be^ ©c^a^mei- 
ftcrg ju |)rufen. 

5lbfc^\ 8.— 3){c ^otht Unn ju jeber ^ett t)oti 
bent (®^a|^ttteifier forbcrn, fRt^nung abjutegen, unb 
ber Sottititutton unb 9tebengefe^en gemap oerorbnen, 
bie fic^ in fetnen $anbcn beftnbenben Oelber au^juja^- 
Icn. 3m galler biefer SSerorbnung ntc^t na^fommt;, 
iitfl^l er ftc^ bflbttr(|i fcioe^ ffmte^ s?crluj}tg. 
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$rfcfc^. 9.— Dcr ®d^a^metjier fell ctitt ttfonbcvc 
3{f(|nmig l^dten^ fowcl)! son ben Settragen jeber ctn« 
jclncn ®emmte, alg auc| son ben SoIIectcn an ben 
^tr(|entpren, nnb be^gleti^en son ben ®ef(^enfen 
foldjer greunbe, toeli^e nic^t !H?ttglteber nnferer ®efen= 
f(^aft ftnb, 

5t bf . 10.— Dte em))fangcr ber Seitragetn jeber 
(Semeinc follen bte 9lanwn etne^ jeben SSettraflenbcn 
unb feinen Seftrag in etn baju teftimmte^ fBxi^ ein- 
tragen. 

5lbf(^. 11.— 3m eall, ber ^rebiger bte Sei- 
trage cinntntrnt, foil bte (Sontmtttee i3tertelja^)rlt(| bte 
Sontnl)uHon^=:^tfte beftd^ttgen, bag ®elb in ©mpfang 
nel)nten, unb tin S8u($e quittiren. 3m gall aber, ba| 
ber ^rebtger nt^t bte SBettvage etnntmmt, foil bte Som- 
mtttce bte aSettrage son ben (Dltebern tl)rer ®emetne in 
em|)fan0 neljmen, 3tt alien gcillen foil bag ®elb oljne 
nnncf^tgen SSevjug an ben ®c|a^metp-er gejaljlt, nnb 
eine Qntttung bafur genommen werben. 

9t b f . 12. — Dk SSierteljalirc, fur h>elcpe Seitrage 
emisfangen werben, follen am evften getrnar, 5)?a9, 
Sluguji unb 9JoyemBer anfangen. 

2Uf(!^, 13.— ©te SonftttuHon unb 9tebengefe^e 
follen ber ©efellfc^aft bei jeber allgemetnen 3?erfamm- 
lung am ^jingjimontage sorgelefen nserben. 



©pttftitttttott txnb ^ehm^eie^e 
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